IMAGINATION
Picture Books
Burton, Virginia Lee. Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel.  Mike Mulligan proves that his steam shovel, although dated, is still useful. Read the book and present children with a variety of items. Ask them to think of other ways they could be used.  

Foley, Greg. Thank You Bear. Despite the criticism of others, a bear finds the perfect gift for his mouse friend.

Gelman, Rita Golden. Doodler Doodling. A young girl doodles at her desk while behind her a large sheet of paper shows the multicolored line drawings of her doodles.

Henkes, Kevin. Jessica. Ruthie does everything with her imaginary friend Jessica; then on her first day at kindergarten, she meets a real new friend with the same name. 

Hillenbrand, Will. My Book Box. A determined elephant creates his own book box and discovers all the magic and fun of books and reading. Includes instructions for making a book box. 

Johnson, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon. Harold goes for an adventurous walk in the moonlight with his purple crayon. 

Keats, Ezra Jack.  The Trio.  Lonely in a new neighborhood, Louie creates a magic box from a shoebox and sees his old friends trick-or-treating. 

Patricelli, Leslie. The Birthday Box. An imaginative young child has a wonderful time playing with a box he receives for his birthday.

Portis, Antoinette. Not a Box. To an imaginative bunny, a box is not always just a box.

Rylant, Cynthia. Alligator Boy. A boy puts on an alligator head and tail and is transformed into an alligator boy. 

Schaefer, Carol Lexa. The Squiggle. As she walks to the park with her school class, a young girl finds a piece of string, which her imagination turns into a dragon’s tail, an acrobat, fireworks, a storm cloud, and more.

Sís, Peter. Madlenka’s Dog. Madlenka wants a dog but when her mother and father say no, she uses her imagination and the people she meets on the block all play along. With cutouts and lift-the-flaps.

Steig, William. Pete’s a Pizza. When Pete feels miserable because rain makes it impossible to play ball outdoors, his father finds a fun indoor game to play with his son. 

Van Leeuwen, Jean. Oliver Pig and the Best Fort Ever.  Oliver Pig decides to build a fort in the backyard, and his friends become involved with the project as well. 

Williams, Karen Lynn. Galimoto. Walking through his village, a young African boy finds the materials to make a special toy.

Children’s Non-fiction

Ajmera, Maya, and Ivanko, John D. To Be an Artist.  This photo essay with pictures of children from around the world is a delightful springboard to using various art forms to express creativity.  
Cressy, Judith. What Can You Do with a Paper Bag? Hats, Wigs, Masks, Crowns, Helmets, and Headdresses Inspired by Artworks from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Armed with scissors, tape, and glue, it’s easy to turn an ordinary paper bag into an extraordinary hat, wig, mask, or crown! 
Martin, Laura C. Recycled Crafts Box: Sock Puppets, Cardboard Castles, Bottle Bugs and 37 More Earth-friendly Projects and Activities You Can Create. Discusses recycling and provides information and instructions for making art projects from recycled materials. 

Adult Non-fiction
Wilson, Joe. Ductigami. Step-by-step instructions for a variety of duct tape creations. 
Web sites

The Duck Tape Club. www.ducktapeclub.com. Includes directions for making things from duct tape. 

The Duct Tape Guys. www.octanecreative.com/ducttape/howto. More directions for making things with duct tape.

The Imagination Factory. www.kid-at-art.com. Lots of creative ways to make art with recycled materials. 

Junkyard Sports. www.junkyardsports.com. The brainchild of Bernie DeKoven, Junkyard Sports encourages participants to create their own games.

Poetry Poker. home.cogeco.ca/~rayser3/popok2.txt. Directions for playing Poetry Poker and a long list of words.

S&S Worldwide. www.ssww.com. Inexpensive source for a variety of art, craft materials, and toys including Legos.

Super Simple Songs. www.supersimplesongs.com. Includes audio and video of “Rock Paper Scissor” game from Imagination storytime.

United Container Company. www.unitedcontainer.com. Inexpensive boxes for sale.

Young Adult Professionals Page. yapp.us/DuctTape.html. Links to several Duct Tape sites.
